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Lecture Abstract: Nowadays, youths have access to an enormous variety of audiovisual
contents, produced and distributed in a very fast pace through the Web. The rapid consumption
and production of audiovisual contents is especially diffused amongst young adults. Recent
studies have shown how the playful reception of these videc materials can have negative
consequences on their health and psycho-physical development. For example, numerous
researches have been conducted on the impact of violent video games, or pornography. Also,
recent public debate has focused on potential audiovisual risks for youths, such as child-
pornography and terrorist videos. Although several influential voices have expressed concern
about potential risky uses of harmful audiovisual contents, the Web is based on a liberal
approach to media production and distribution. This perspective has been founded on the first
amendment of Constitution of the United States, which defends the principle of freedom of
expression. In this regard, European institutions are implementing policy initiatives aimed at
proposing international solutions for a safer online environment. Based on several years of
research on these issues, the lecture will show the perspectives of different stakeholders
invelved in media use and policy-making, by paying particular attention to young people and
European institutions. Through a sociological eye, the author pays attention to some of the
main contemporary ethical challenges: on the one hand, the hedonistic universe of media
consumplion and, on the other, the ethical approaches adopted by policy-makers with regards
to online harmful contents.
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